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I. Introduction to the Circulatory System 

●​ Circulatory System Components: Heart, vessels (arteries, veins, capillaries), and 
blood. 

●​ Cardiovascular System Subset: Heart and vessels. 
●​ Location of the Heart:Between the two lungs, within its own subdivision of the thorax. 
●​ Thorax: Overall chest cavity. 
●​ Mediastinum: Region between the two lungs where the heart is located (also contains 

trachea, esophagus, thymus). 
●​ Pericardium: Serous membrane enclosing the heart (distinct from the pleura for the 

lungs). 
●​ Diagonally Situated: Apex points to the lower left. 
●​ Asymmetrically Situated: More to the left of the midline than to the right (explains 

smaller left lung). 
●​ Major vessels are superiorly situated on the heart. 

II. Anatomy of the Heart 

●​ Chambers: Four major chambers. 
●​ Atria (plural of atrium): Two superior chambers (right and left). Thinner walls, less 

muscular. Receive blood from veins. Pump blood into ventricles. 
●​ Ventricles: Two inferior chambers (right and left). Thicker, more muscular walls. Pump 

blood into arteries. 
●​ Left Ventricle: Significantly thicker wall than the right ventricle due to pumping blood to 

the entire systemic circuit. 
●​ Heart Wall Layers:Epicardium: Outermost layer, also known as the visceral layer of the 

serous pericardium. 
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●​ Myocardium: Middle, thickest layer, composed of cardiac muscle. Responsible for 
contractions. 

●​ Endocardium: Innermost layer, in direct contact with blood in the chambers. 
●​ Pericardium (Serous Membrane surrounding the heart):Serous Membrane 

Properties: Contains serous (watery) fluid between two layers, allowing for slippage and 
reducing friction. 

●​ Parietal Layer: More superficial layer of the serous pericardium. 
●​ Visceral Layer: Deeper layer, in direct contact with the heart (same as epicardium). 
●​ Pericardial Fluid: Fluid between the parietal and visceral layers, provides lubrication for 

heart movement. 
●​ Fibrous Pericardium: Thick, superficial connective tissue layer, not part of the serous 

membrane but part of the overall pericardium. 
●​ Valves of the Heart: Four one-way valves ensuring unidirectional blood flow. 
●​ Atrioventricular (AV) Valves: Between atria and ventricles. 
●​ Right Atrioventricular Valve (Tricuspid Valve): Between right atrium and right 

ventricle, has three cusps. Opens downward/inferiorly. 
●​ Left Atrioventricular Valve (Bicuspid Valve / Mitral Valve): Between left atrium and 

left ventricle, has two cusps. Opens downward/inferiorly. 
●​ Chordae Tendineae: Connective tissue cords anchoring AV valves to the ventricular 

wall, preventing prolapse (blowing backwards) during ventricular contraction. 
●​ Semilunar (SL) Valves: Between ventricles and major arteries. "Half moon" shape. 

Open upward/superiorly. 
●​ Right Semilunar Valve (Pulmonary Semilunar Valve): Between right ventricle and 

pulmonary trunk. 
●​ Left Semilunar Valve (Aortic Semilunar Valve): Between left ventricle and aorta. 
●​ No chordae tendineae attached to semilunar valves. 

III. Blood Flow and Circuits 

●​ Definition of Arteries and Veins:Arteries: Carry blood away from the heart (always 
true, regardless of oxygenation). 

●​ Veins: Carry blood toward the heart (always true, regardless of oxygenation). 
●​ Two Pumps in One: The heart functions as two separate pumps (right and left sides) 

with blood not mixing between them. 
●​ Two Major Circuits:Pulmonary Circuit:Receives deoxygenated blood from the body 

into the right atrium. 
●​ Right atrium contracts, sending blood to the right ventricle. 
●​ Right ventricle contracts, pushing blood through the pulmonary semilunar valve into 

the pulmonary trunk. 
●​ Pulmonary trunk branches into pulmonary arteries (carry deoxygenated blood away 

from heart to lungs). 
●​ Blood flows through smaller arteries and arterioles to capillaries in the lungs. 
●​ Gas Exchange: CO2 released, O2 picked up. Blood becomes oxygenated. 



●​ Oxygenated blood flows from capillaries into venules and then pulmonary veins (carry 
oxygenated blood toward heart from lungs). 

●​ Pulmonary veins empty into the left atrium. 
●​ Systemic Circuit:Receives oxygenated blood from the pulmonary circuit into the left 

atrium. 
●​ Left atrium contracts, sending blood to the left ventricle. 
●​ Left ventricle contracts, pushing blood through the aortic semilunar valve into the aorta 

(largest artery). 
●​ Aorta branches into smaller arteries, then arterioles, distributing oxygenated blood to 

capillaries throughout the body (except lungs). 
●​ Gas Exchange: O2 released to cells, CO2 picked up from cells. Blood becomes 

deoxygenated. 
●​ Deoxygenated blood flows from capillaries into venules and then veins. 
●​ Major veins (superior vena cava and inferior vena cava) empty deoxygenated blood 

into the right atrium. 
●​ Coronary Circuit:Supplies blood to the heart muscle (myocardium) itself. 
●​ Coronary Arteries: Branch off the aorta to deliver oxygenated blood to the heart 

muscle. 
●​ Coronary Veins: Drain deoxygenated blood from the heart muscle, typically into the 

right atrium. 
●​ Necessary because the thick myocardium cannot receive oxygen via diffusion from the 

blood within the heart chambers. 

IV. Electrical System of the Heart (Cardiac Conduction 
System) 

●​ Composed of specialized excitable tissues that generate and transmit action potentials. 
1.​ Components and Order of Operation:Sinoatrial (SA) Node: "Pacemaker of the 

heart," located in the right atrium near the coronary sinus. Generates the initial action 
potentials, setting the heart rhythm. Causes simultaneous contraction of both atria. 

2.​ Atrioventricular (AV) Node: Located near the junction of atria and ventricles. Receives 
signal from SA node. Delays the signal briefly to allow atria to fully empty into ventricles 
before ventricular contraction. 

3.​ Atrioventricular (AV) Bundle (Bundle of His): Transmits the signal rapidly from the AV 
node through the interventricular septum. 

4.​ Bundle Branches: Two major branches (one for each side) that extend down toward the 
apex of the ventricles. 

5.​ Purkinje Fibers: Extensive network of fibers that spread the electrical signal throughout 
the ventricular muscle cells, causing ventricular contraction from the apex upward, 
efficiently ejecting blood. 

V. Cardiac Cycle 



●​ One complete cycle of heart contraction and relaxation. 
●​ Diastole: Relaxation phase of heart chambers (muscles are not contracting). 
●​ Systole: Contraction phase of heart chambers (muscles are contracting). 
1.​ Sequence of Events:Atrial Diastole / Ventricular Diastole (All chambers relaxed): 

Blood enters atria from veins (vena cavae, pulmonary veins). Some blood passively 
spills into ventricles. 

2.​ Atrial Systole: Atria contract (triggered by SA node), forcing remaining blood into 
ventricles. 

3.​ Isovolumetric Contraction (early Ventricular Systole): Ventricles begin to contract 
(triggered by AV node signal). Pressure builds, closing AV valves, but semilunar valves 
are not yet open (volume remains constant). 

4.​ Ventricular Systole (Ejection Phase): Ventricular pressure exceeds arterial pressure, 
forcing semilunar valves open. Blood is ejected from ventricles into pulmonary trunk 
(right) and aorta (left). Ventricular volume decreases. 

5.​ Isovolumetric Relaxation (early Ventricular Diastole): Ventricles relax. Arterial 
pressure exceeds ventricular pressure, closing semilunar valves. AV valves are still 
closed (volume remains constant). Cycle then restarts. 

VI. Blood Vessels 

1.​ Five Categories of Blood Vessels:Arteries: Large vessels carrying blood away from 
the heart. 

2.​ Arterioles: Smaller arteries. 
3.​ Capillaries: Smallest blood vessels, one cell thick walls (endothelium + basement 

membrane). Site of gas and nutrient exchange between blood and tissues. 
4.​ Venules: Small veins, collect blood from capillaries. 
5.​ Veins: Larger vessels returning blood to the heart. 
●​ Structure of Arteries and Veins (Tunics/Coats):Tunica Intima: Innermost layer, 

endothelium (simple epithelium). 
●​ Tunica Media: Middle layer, thicker in arteries (contains more smooth muscle), allowing 

for vasoconstriction and vasodilation. 
●​ Tunica Externa: Outermost layer. 
●​ Capillaries lack tunica media and tunica externa, having only a thin endothelium and 

basement membrane. 
●​ Valves in Veins:Present in veins (not arteries) to prevent backflow of blood. 
●​ Veins have lower blood pressure compared to arteries because they are farther from the 

heart in terms of blood flow. 
●​ Skeletal muscle contractions (skeletal muscle pump) squeeze veins, and valves ensure 

blood is propelled forward toward the heart. 
●​ Pre-capillary Sphincters:Rings of muscle at the arterial end of capillaries. 
●​ Control blood flow into capillary beds. 
●​ When contracted, they close off blood flow, shunting blood directly from arteriole to 

venule (vascular shunt), bypassing the capillary bed. 



●​ Perfusion: Sending blood through a given tissue. Not all tissues are perfused at once to 
maintain blood pressure and prevent shock. 

●​ Blood Flow to the Brain:Requires continuous supply of oxygen and glucose (primary 
fuel). 

●​ Supplied by carotid arteries. 
●​ Circle of Willis: A circular arrangement of arteries at the base of the brain that provides 

collateral circulation, ensuring blood flow to the brain even if one carotid artery is 
blocked. 

VII. Portal Systems 

●​ Definition: An unusual circulatory pathway where blood flows through two capillary 
beds in series before returning to the heart. (Normally, blood passes through only one 
capillary bed). 

●​ Hepatic Portal System:Delivers blood from the digestive system (primarily small 
intestine, stomach) to the liver. 

●​ First Capillary Bed: In the walls of the digestive organs (e.g., small intestine) where 
nutrients and toxins are absorbed into the bloodstream. 

●​ Hepatic Portal Vein: Collects blood from the first capillary bed. 
●​ Branching of Hepatic Portal Vein: Unlike typical veins, the hepatic portal vein 

branches within the liver. 
●​ Second Capillary Bed: Surrounds hepatocytes (liver cells) inside the liver. Here, 

nutrients are processed, and toxins are removed from the blood. 
●​ Blood then converges into larger veins that return to the heart. 

VIII. Blood Pressure Dynamics 

●​ Blood Pressure Levels: Highest in the aorta, progressively drops as blood flows 
through arteries, arterioles, capillaries, venules, and veins (lowest in vena cavae). 

●​ Systolic Pressure: Highest pressure during ventricular contraction (systole). 
●​ Diastolic Pressure: Lowest pressure during ventricular relaxation (diastole). 
●​ Pulse Pressure: Difference between systolic and diastolic pressure. 
●​ Highest in arteries (due to rhythmic pumping action of ventricles). 
●​ Decreases as distance from the heart increases. 
●​ Zero in capillaries (continuous, even flow for efficient gas exchange). 
●​ Capillary Pressure: Continuous pressure (no pulse) is crucial for efficient gas exchange 

with tissues. 

IX. Major Arteries and Veins (General Overview) 

●​ Aorta: Largest artery, originating from the left ventricle. 
●​ Aortic Arch: U-turn section. 



●​ Ascending Aorta: Part of the arch where blood moves superiorly. 
●​ Descending Aorta: Extends down through the thorax and abdomen. 
●​ Branches into iliac arteries (to lower limbs) and renal arteries (to kidneys) in the 

abdomen. 
●​ Branches off aortic arch include subclavian arteries (under clavicles, to upper limbs) 

and their branches (axillary, brachial, radial, ulnar arteries). 
●​ Vena Cavae: Largest veins, return deoxygenated blood to the right atrium. 
●​ Superior Vena Cava: Collects blood from the upper part of the body (e.g., subclavian 

veins, brachial veins, axillary veins). 
●​ Inferior Vena Cava: Collects blood from the lower part of the body (e.g., iliac veins, 

renal veins). 
●​ Both dump into the right atrium. 

Cardiovascular System Quiz 
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences. 

1.​ Differentiate between the "circulatory system" and the "cardiovascular system" as 
described in the source. 

2.​ Explain the anatomical significance of the heart being situated asymmetrically and 
diagonally within the thorax. 

3.​ Describe the three layers of the heart wall and their primary functions. 
4.​ What is the purpose of serous fluid, specifically pericardial fluid, and how does it relate to 

the structure of the pericardium? 
5.​ Compare and contrast the atrioventricular valves and the semilunar valves in terms of 

their location, direction of opening, and the presence or absence of chordae tendineae. 
6.​ Explain why the left ventricle has a significantly thicker muscular wall than the right 

ventricle. 
7.​ Trace the path of blood through the pulmonary circuit, starting from the right ventricle 

and ending at the left atrium. Include the type of blood (oxygenated/deoxygenated) at 
each major stage. 

8.​ Describe the sequence of electrical events in the heart's conduction system, starting with 
the pacemaker. 

9.​ Explain the concept of perfusion and how pre-capillary sphincters contribute to its 
regulation throughout the body. 

10.​Define a portal system and provide an example from the source, explaining why it is 
considered "unusual" in terms of blood flow. 

Quiz Answer Key 



1.​ The circulatory system is the complete organ system, comprising the heart, vessels, and 
blood. The cardiovascular system is a subset of the circulatory system, including only the 
heart and the vessels, without blood. 

2.​ The heart is situated mostly to the left of the midline, which explains why the left lung is 
smaller than the right, making room for the heart. Its diagonal positioning means the 
apex points to the lower left, which is important for understanding its pumping mechanics 
and the direction of blood flow. 

3.​ The heart wall consists of the epicardium (visceral layer of pericardium), myocardium 
(thickest, muscular layer responsible for contraction), and endocardium (innermost layer 
in direct contact with blood). The myocardium's contraction is essential for pumping 
blood, while the endocardium provides a smooth lining for blood flow. 

4.​ Pericardial fluid is a serous fluid found between the parietal and visceral layers of the 
serous pericardium. Its purpose is to provide lubrication, allowing the heart to move and 
beat without friction against surrounding tissues, primarily the lungs. 

5.​ Atrioventricular (AV) valves are located between atria and ventricles, opening downward. 
They have chordae tendineae to prevent prolapse during ventricular contraction. 
Semilunar (SL) valves are between ventricles and major arteries, opening upward, and 
lack chordae tendineae. 

6.​ The left ventricle's wall is significantly thicker because it is responsible for pumping blood 
into the systemic circuit, which sends blood to all parts of the body except the lungs. This 
requires a much stronger force and longer distance for blood propulsion compared to the 
right ventricle's pump to the pulmonary circuit. 

7.​ Deoxygenated blood from the right ventricle enters the pulmonary trunk via the 
pulmonary semilunar valve. This blood then travels through pulmonary arteries to the 
lungs, where it becomes oxygenated in the capillaries. Oxygenated blood then returns to 
the left atrium via the pulmonary veins. 

8.​ The sinoatrial (SA) node, the pacemaker, generates the initial electrical signal. This 
signal spreads to the atria, causing them to contract. It then travels to the atrioventricular 
(AV) node, where it is delayed, before rapidly moving through the AV bundle, bundle 
branches, and Purkinje fibers to cause ventricular contraction. 

9.​ Perfusion refers to the process of sending blood through a given tissue. Pre-capillary 
sphincters are rings of muscle that control blood flow into capillary beds. By contracting 
or relaxing, they regulate which tissues receive blood at any given time, preventing a 
drastic decrease in overall blood pressure (shock). 

10.​A portal system involves blood flowing through two capillary beds in series before 
returning to the heart. This is unusual because normally blood passes through only one 
capillary bed. The hepatic portal system is an example, where blood from the digestive 
system's capillary beds travels via the hepatic portal vein to a second capillary bed in the 
liver for processing before returning to the heart. 

Essay Format Questions 



1.​ Discuss the functional importance of the heart's valves and the unique adaptations (like 
chordae tendineae) that ensure efficient unidirectional blood flow. 

2.​ Compare and contrast the pulmonary and systemic circuits in terms of the chambers 
involved, the vessels used, the oxygenation state of the blood, and the relative 
pressures and distances involved. 

3.​ Explain how the electrical conduction system of the heart ensures synchronized and 
efficient pumping. What would be the consequences if the delay at the AV node did not 
occur? 

4.​ Analyze the structural differences between arteries, capillaries, and veins, and explain 
how these differences relate to their specific functions within the circulatory system. 

5.​ Describe the significance of the coronary circulation and the Circle of Willis in 
maintaining vital organ function. How do these specialized circulatory pathways protect 
the heart and brain, respectively? 

Glossary of Key Terms 

●​ Apex: The pointed part of the heart, located near the bottom and pointing to the lower 
left. 

●​ Aorta: The largest artery in the body, originating from the left ventricle, which distributes 
oxygenated blood to the systemic circuit. 

●​ Aortic Arch: The U-turn shaped initial part of the aorta, from which major arteries 
supplying the upper body branch. 

●​ Arteries: Blood vessels that carry blood away from the heart. 
●​ Arterioles: Small arteries that branch into capillaries. 
●​ Atria (Atrium singular): The two superior chambers of the heart (right and left) that 

receive blood from veins. 
●​ Atrioventricular (AV) Bundle (Bundle of His): Part of the electrical conduction system 

that transmits signals from the AV node to the ventricles. 
●​ Atrioventricular (AV) Node: A structure in the electrical conduction system that delays 

the signal from the SA node, allowing atria to contract before ventricles. 
●​ Atrioventricular (AV) Valves: Valves located between the atria and ventricles (Tricuspid 

and Bicuspid/Mitral), preventing backflow into the atria. 
●​ Bicuspid Valve (Mitral Valve): The left atrioventricular valve, named for its two cusps. 
●​ Bundle Branches: Branches of the AV bundle that extend into the interventricular 

septum, distributing the electrical signal to the ventricles. 
●​ Capillaries: The smallest blood vessels, with walls only one cell thick, where gas and 

nutrient exchange occur between blood and tissues. 
●​ Cardiac Muscle: Specialized muscle tissue found only in the heart, responsible for its 

contractions. Not part of the muscular system. 
●​ Cardiac Cycle: One complete sequence of heart contraction (systole) and relaxation 

(diastole). 
●​ Cardiovascular System: A subset of the circulatory system, comprising the heart and 

blood vessels. 



●​ Chordae Tendineae: Connective tissue cords that anchor the cusps of the 
atrioventricular valves to the ventricular walls, preventing them from inverting. 

●​ Circle of Willis: A circular arrangement of arteries at the base of the brain that provides 
alternative routes for blood flow, ensuring continuous supply even if one main artery is 
blocked. 

●​ Circulatory System: The complete organ system responsible for transporting blood, 
nutrients, gases, hormones, and waste throughout the body, consisting of the heart, 
blood vessels, and blood. 

●​ Coronary Arteries: Arteries that branch off the aorta to supply oxygenated blood to the 
heart muscle itself. 

●​ Coronary Circuit: The circulatory pathway that supplies blood to the myocardium (heart 
muscle). 

●​ Coronary Veins: Veins that drain deoxygenated blood from the heart muscle, typically 
into the right atrium. 

●​ Diastole: The relaxation phase of the heart chambers, during which they fill with blood. 
●​ Endocardium: The innermost layer of the heart wall, lining the chambers and in direct 

contact with blood. 
●​ Epicardium: The outermost layer of the heart wall, also known as the visceral layer of 

the serous pericardium. 
●​ Fibrous Pericardium: The thick, superficial connective tissue layer that surrounds the 

heart, external to the serous pericardium. 
●​ Hepatic Portal System: A portal system where blood flows from the capillaries of the 

digestive organs to the capillaries of the liver before returning to the heart. 
●​ Inferior Vena Cava (IVC): The large vein that collects deoxygenated blood from the 

lower body and empties into the right atrium. 
●​ Interventricular Septum: The muscular wall that separates the right and left ventricles. 
●​ Isovolumetric Contraction: The phase of ventricular systole where ventricular pressure 

increases, closing AV valves, but semilunar valves are not yet open, so blood volume 
remains constant. 

●​ Isovolumetric Relaxation: The phase of ventricular diastole where ventricular pressure 
decreases, closing semilunar valves, but AV valves are not yet open, so blood volume 
remains constant. 

●​ Mediastinum: The central compartment of the thoracic cavity between the two lungs, 
where the heart is located. 

●​ Myocardium: The thick, muscular middle layer of the heart wall, composed of cardiac 
muscle, responsible for pumping action. 

●​ Perfusion: The process of sending blood through a given tissue. 
●​ Pericardial Fluid: The serous fluid located between the parietal and visceral layers of 

the serous pericardium, providing lubrication. 
●​ Pericardium: The serous membrane that surrounds and protects the heart. 
●​ Pre-capillary Sphincters: Rings of muscle at the origin of capillary beds that regulate 

blood flow into the capillaries. 
●​ Pulmonary Arteries: Arteries that carry deoxygenated blood from the right ventricle to 

the lungs (part of the pulmonary circuit). 



●​ Pulmonary Circuit: The circulatory pathway that transports deoxygenated blood from 
the right side of the heart to the lungs for oxygenation and then returns oxygenated 
blood to the left side of the heart. 

●​ Pulmonary Semilunar Valve: The semilunar valve located between the right ventricle 
and the pulmonary trunk. 

●​ Pulmonary Trunk: The large artery arising from the right ventricle that splits into the 
right and left pulmonary arteries. 

●​ Pulmonary Veins: Veins that carry oxygenated blood from the lungs back to the left 
atrium (part of the pulmonary circuit). 

●​ Pulse Pressure: The difference between systolic and diastolic blood pressure. 
●​ Purkinje Fibers: Specialized conductive fibers that rapidly spread the electrical signal 

throughout the ventricular myocardium, causing efficient contraction. 
●​ Semilunar (SL) Valves: Valves located between the ventricles and the major arteries 

(Aortic and Pulmonary), preventing backflow into the ventricles. 
●​ Serous Membrane: A membrane consisting of two layers (parietal and visceral) with 

serous fluid in between, providing lubrication (e.g., pleura, pericardium). 
●​ Sinoatrial (SA) Node: Often called the "pacemaker" of the heart, located in the right 

atrium, it initiates the electrical impulses that set the heart's rhythm. 
●​ Superior Vena Cava (SVC): The large vein that collects deoxygenated blood from the 

upper body and empties into the right atrium. 
●​ Systemic Circuit: The circulatory pathway that transports oxygenated blood from the 

left side of the heart to all body tissues (except the lungs) and returns deoxygenated 
blood to the right side of the heart. 

●​ Systole: The contraction phase of the heart chambers, during which blood is ejected. 
●​ Thorax: The overall chest cavity. 
●​ Transverse Cut: A cut made along a transverse plane, dividing the body or an organ 

into upper and lower parts. 
●​ Tricuspid Valve: The right atrioventricular valve, named for its three cusps. 
●​ Tunica Externa: The outermost layer of an artery or vein. 
●​ Tunica Intima: The innermost layer of an artery or vein, composed of endothelium. 
●​ Tunica Media: The middle layer of an artery or vein, containing smooth muscle (thicker 

in arteries). 
●​ Vascular Shunt: A direct connection between an arteriole and a venule that bypasses a 

capillary bed, allowing blood to be diverted from a tissue. 
●​ Vasoconstriction: The narrowing of blood vessels (especially arteries and arterioles) 

due to the contraction of smooth muscle in their walls, decreasing blood flow. 
●​ Vasodilation: The widening of blood vessels due to the relaxation of smooth muscle in 

their walls, increasing blood flow. 
●​ Veins: Blood vessels that carry blood toward the heart. 
●​ Vena Cavae: The two largest veins in the body (superior and inferior) that return 

deoxygenated blood to the right atrium. 
●​ Ventricles: The two inferior chambers of the heart (right and left) that pump blood into 

arteries. 
●​ Venules: Small veins that collect blood from capillaries. 



●​ Visceral Layer: The layer of a serous membrane that is in direct contact with the organ 
it surrounds. 
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