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Species: Panthera pardus 

Kingdom: 
 Animalia  Domain: 

Archaea  

Domain: 
Bacteria  

Domain: 
Eukarya  

Genus: Panthera 

Order: Carnivora 

Family: Felidae 

Class: Mammalia 

Phylum: Chordata 
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Panthera 
pardus 
(leopard)  

Species Order Family Genus 

Taxidea 
taxus 
(American 
badger)  

Canis 
latrans 
(coyote)  

Lutra lutra 
(European 
otter)  

Canis 
lupus 
(gray wolf)  
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Branch point: 
where lineages diverge 

This branch point 
represents the common 
ancestor of taxa A−G. 

This branch point forms a 
polytomy: an unresolved 
pattern of divergence. 

ANCESTRAL 
LINEAGE 
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(b) Artist’s reconstruction of the 
 dinosaur’s posture based on 
 the fossil findings 
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